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Step 2

(5 hours)

To-Gather

Circle-talk about the To-Gather-bag. What is your
philosophy of life? Three guest-speakers are invited
from different life stances. They answer the learning
questions of the children and react on the To-Gather
bags.

Tedacher

He gives information about the world-views with
images, objects, smell, sound, music, role-play about
different aspects such as the start, the God, the
symbol, the book, the celebration, great names and
the behaviour. He shows where the life stances are on
the map (see attachment 5 and 7).

Learner

In task-groups the children fill out the Flower (see
attachment 6) about one life stance. Furthermore
they gather more knowledge.

Teacher

The teacher gives an overview of the values and
norms of the different worldviews and interviews the
students about their homework (information, images
or music).

To-Gather

The children listen to ‘Marco Polo' from Loreena
McKennitt and gather information along the Silk
Road (see attachment 7). As researchers the children
gather knowledge about the 6 worldviews.

Children are divided in task-groups to travel with
Mu along the silk road. In different places a task-
group is left behind to study the lifestance of that
place. The first group stays in Italy to study Chris-
tianity, they may travel around eastern and western
Europe if they want to find out more.

The second group stays in Greece to start their study
of humanism. Next stop is Israel where the task-
group who will study judaism will stay behind.

Knowledge bhased
citizen

Aim

e To gather knowledge about 6 worldviews

through different entry points such as a
story, aesthetics, meaning or the
quantative or interpersonal aspect,

and put it on the map.

The journey continues to Bagdad where the islam
group will start there study about islam, they will
probably visit Medina and Mecca from there. Mu
travels on with two task-groups, dropping of the
hinduism-group in India and travels on to china
with the remaining group who will study Buddhism.
Music for on the road: Yo Yo Ma ‘Silk Road Jour-
neys’ and Loreena McKennitt (Marco Polo, Gates of
Istanbul)

You can listen to silkroad music and find a lot of
information about musical instruments, maps
(traderoutes, religion, languages)and the silkroad.
http://www.silkroadproject.org

Learner

What are the musical instruments and what are
the religions? They collect the information to put
on a map (an overhead-transparent or a big map)
of Eurasia starting at home and then following the
Silk Road. In step 4 they will travel back along the
Silk Road to the home country and present all the
information to the other task-groups.

Questions:

e What is the main life stance in the countries on
the road ?

* Where did the worldview originate?

Learner

They gather as a task-group information of one of
the life stances, the subjects they are supposed to
look at are: name of the god(s), symbols (what do
they mean), where was it founded and when by who,
how is it spread along the silkroad (Europe and Asia)
now?, what are the buildings, art and music, the
books and stories, the food they eat and the habits
they have and which holidays are celebrated and for
what reason?

Name of Symbols Where/ Building/ Stories / Holidays Food and

God(s) who/ art /
when music

They gather objects and pictures from each religion.
For example Christianitiy: the altar (or : cross); Hin-
duism: a sculpture of Shiva; Judaism: a jat to read the
Thora ; islam : an image of a mosque; Buddhism:

a sculpture of Buddha; Humanism-empty book.

To-Gather

Prepare presentation for step 4: Mu is traveling back
from China to the home country. The groups present
there information objects, images and music to the

Teacher’'s route

Step 2

Preparation

* Gather knowledge about life stances.

* Try to make contact with people from different
life stances and invite them as guestspeaker.

* Gather information and images from the media
(paper and internet).

* Read about the Silk Road and the Silk Road
Project of YoYo Ma.

* Listen to the music of Loreena McKennitt and
YoYo Ma.

¢ Search for/make a big map of Euro-Asia or use the
class-floor as the map.

* Gather music about the 6 life stances.

The Silk Road

¢ It’s good to let students experience the travel along
the Silk Road, meeting the different life stances at
the spot.

* Listen together with the students to the music of
Yo Yo Ma and Loreena McKennitt.

*  For the atmosphere it’s good to play that while
the students are working.

* Coach when images are placed on the map along
the Silk Road with Mu .

* Make a print on heavy paper of the Mu-wajang
puppet for each group.

* Basic knowledge about life stances and values

¢ Use the content of the “To-Gatherbags’ as a
startingpoint.

e Tell a story from different life stances.

¢ Use different entry points to give information.

Book habits

other groups and make the silkroadmap colourful
and informative. They dress the Mu-puppet in
approriate dress or with symbols of the region he is
travelling through.

Learners

Fill in the information of all the life stances on the
flat (attachment 8) using the information that was

given at the presentation and the silkroad map that
all the groups together made during this step.

¢ Tell about values from different lifestances and
show it through stories, holidays, images, symbols,
objects, and music. Especially holidays are good
examples.

* Try to find songs/music in the own language.

¢ 'The forum and the “House of Commons’ are
interactive and creative ways of communication.
Check that there’s enough knowledge integrated.

* Organise an assignment to check if each student
has enough basic knowledge (key-terms).

* This is very essential for the meeting of the other

and for ‘the Theofiction-shop’.

The silkroad project of YoYo Ma: http://www.
silkroadproject.org

about marco Polo and his travels: http://www.
silkroadfoundation.org/toc/index.html

silkroad chronology: http://www.silkroadfounda-
tion.org/toc/index.html

A lot of information about all lifestances:
http://www.religioustolerance.org/

religious calanders and links to sites about food:
http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/



Attachment 5

Body of Knowledge

Name of
God(s)

Where/
who/when

Building/
art / Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

A book about hinduism (with a lot of pictures) that you can download (pdf) for free: http://www.hinduismtoday.

Hindu’s believe in one single deity: Brahman. The other Hindu gods are
aspects or manifestations of Brahman. Important gods are the Hindu
trinity: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva (the creator, preserver and destroyer).
Brahma is the creator of the universe.

<& Ohm (or Aum or Om) is a Holy sound and symbol in

_ Hinduism. It is used in meditation and mantras and is
pronounced at the beginning and end of lessons from the
Veda. It is said to be the sound of creation.

Hinduism started probably 5 thousand years ago in India. It is in fact not
a single religion with unified beliefs but a collection of religious groups
with various beliefs and practices. There is not a (known) founder. It

is the main religion in India and Nepal. Hinduism arrived in Europe by
migration of Hindus. There are about 900 million hindus.

Hindus worship in temples, often dediacted to a specific god (but it may
be dedicated to several gods) but they ususally have a shrine to worship
at home as well.

The statues of gods and pictures showing episodes of Hindu stories are
important pieces of art.

The *‘Bhajan’ is the Hindu devotional music (song). Hindu music can be
listened to (and downloaded) on: http://www.musicindiaonline.com/

The veda’s are the oldest sacred Hindu texts, dating back to 4000 BCE.
The veda’s wer first transmitted by oral tradition and later written down.
Another important (and ancient) text is the Ramayana, an epic about
Rama and his wife Sita.

Holi is celebrated in March, it is a spring-festival and the victory of good
over bad is celebrated. People throw coloured powder and water at each
other.

Diwali is the festival of lights, many little lamps (diyas) and candles are
lighted. Hidu’s celebrate the triumph of tight over darkness.

The mark on the forehead: Tilaka; it shows someone is a Hindu.
Hindu’s do not eat beef, and many are vegetarians.

com/modules/wfchannel/index.php?wfc_cid=21
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Name of
God(s)

Symbols

Where/
who/when

Building/
art /
Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

Buddhist do not believe in a creator god. The Buddha is not a god!

Dharmacakra (or: wheel of law) is a very old Buddhist symbol. The eight
spokes represent ‘the noble eightfold path’ the way to enlightenment , de
wheel, a circle represenst the perfection of the teaching of the Buddha.

Buddhism is based on the teachings of Siddharta Gautama
(“the Buddha”) who lived around 500 BCE in Nepal.

There are about 500 million Buddhists, most live in South-
east Asia, but the number of buddhists in Europe is growing
fast, not because of migration but because of conversions.

Buddhist buildings include temples, pagodes, stupa’s and monastries.
Buddha statues are famous but there are many more types of buddha
statues than the (famous) laughing Buddha.

Buddhist sing sutra’s, typical instruments are bells and percussion
instruments.

‘Tripitaka’ (or Tipitaka) means: ‘three baskets’, referring to the three
baskets with buddhist texts. They contain teachings of the Buddha, and
rules to live by.

The story of the life of Siddharta Gautama is a good story to tell to
children. (e-books; story’s and colouring books for children about
Buddha: http://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/buddhism/storybuddha.htm

Vesak, or Buddha Day is the celebration of the birth, enlightenment and
death of Buddha. It is celebrated on the first full moon day in May (or
June). Buddhist go to temples and listen to talks of monks. They also give
gifts and money to less-fortunate people to spread happiness.

Most buddhist are vegetarians, some may eat meat when an animal

is not slaughtered for eating. Buddhists believe that a human may be
reincarnated as an animal.

Fasting is a way to practice self-control.

Buddhist may be monks (living in a monastry) for a certain period in
their lives.

Buddhist do offerings at the temple of a candle, incense sticks and a gold
leaf, flowers or food for the monks.

Film: http://nl.youtube.com/watch?v=V35UUVs5t60&feature=related
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Name of
God(s)

Symbols

Where/

who/when

Building/

art /
Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

Humanism has no god, humanism is a non-religious philosophy.

Happy Human

“There is but one life that we know of and we should
influence that life by being happy, and the best way to do
that is by making others so!”

There is no founder, but humanism can, in retrospect, be recognized in
philosophers in the ancient Greece (Socrates, Plato) and in China, Egypt,
Rome.

In the Renaissance in Europe humanist ideas developed and spread
quickly.

Nowadays many people have humanistic values, but most of them do
not call themselves humanists.In the 20th century in many countries
humanist asscociations emerged, they work together in the IHEU.

There are no churches or temples, or ‘religious’ art of music. Of course
‘humanist art’ or *humanist music’ could be pointed out to reflect
humanist values like: personal liberty, social responsibility, human rights,
democracy, artistic creativity, imagination.

Humanism is the belief that we can live good lives without religious or
superstitious beliefs. Humanists make sense of the world using reason,
experience and shared human values. There is no Holy Book. Reason and
science can lead to knowledge.

World Humanist Day is celebrated on June 21st. It is a social event and
a way of spreading awareness about humanism. Humanism is a non-
dogmatic lifestance so there is not a single way to celebrate the World
Humanist Day.

Darwinday is celebrated on 12 Februari, it is a day to celebrate science
and humanity.

Humanists believe in individual rights and freedom - but believe that
individual responsibility, social cooperation and mutual respect are just
as important. There are no prescribed rules about food or habits.
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Judaism

Name of
God(s)

Symbols

Where/
who/when

Building/
art /
Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

Films:

JHWH, Adonai
There is only one God, who created the universe.

The Magen David (Shield of David, or as it is more
commonly known, the Star of David) is the symbol most
commonly associated with Judaism today.

Abram (or Abraham) is the founding patriarch, not only of Judaism but
also of Cjristianity and Islam, he lived 4000 years again the Land of Ur
(Mesopotamie; between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris). Now about 50%
of the 12 million jews live in Israel, the majority of the rest in the US and
the remainder scattered over Europe (and the rest of the world).

Synagogue, waining wall (Jerusalem)
Jerusalem is considered a Holy Place.
Caligraphy, Film, theatre, painters like Chagall
Klezmer music

The TeNaCh (Torah, Nevi’'im, Ketuvim)
Stories of Abram, Moses, prophets

Chanukah; the festival of the lights, remembering the rededication of
the Temple in Jerusalem when the lamp burned eight days on a little bit
of oil. Other holidays include: Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Pesach,
Shavuot, Sukkoth.

Kosher food is the food that conforms to the rules set by JHWH in

the Torah, there are rules about what not to eat (f.i. porc, shellfish),
combination of foods (f.i. no dairy and meat in one meal), and the
method of production. The Jews celebrate Shabbat (Friday-sunset until
Saturday sunset), go to the synagogue on Friday night. Important rules
are the 10 commandments. Wearing a kippah (skulcap) demonstrates
respect for God.

http://nl.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8r3QIF07Ac
http://nl.youtube.com/watch?v=ZT9RG_pSorw&feature=related
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Christianity

Name of
God(s)

Symbols

Where/

who/when

Building/
art /
Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

God, Lord, Jehovah, JHWH, I am that I am

The God of the Christians is the same as the God from the Jews.
There is only one God, but for christians God is a trinity of father, son
and Holy spirit.

The cross was reserved as punishment for thieves, murderers,
and the worst of criminals. It is the key and the symbol of

the Christian faith; therefore, symbolically, understanding it,
opens the door to eternal life. The cross of Jesus is the cross
of self-sacrifice, devotion to truth without denying it even unto
the last breath, and a foundation of strength, endurance, and
suffering for what is right.

Jesus Christ, is the founder of Christianity. He was a Jew living in Israel
2000 years ago. (The calendar we use starts with the birth of Jesus
Christ.) He was born in Betlehem and is according to christians the son of
God, the Messiah. He died on the cross in the year 30 AD.

Nowadays Christianity is the largest religion, with about 2 billion
adherents (30% of worldpopulation). In Europe, the Americas and
Australia and some African countries Christianity is the major religion.

Church, Chapel, Cathedral

Bible - Old and New Testament
Life of Jesus, Abram and the other stories of the old testament.

Christmas; the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ
Easter: celebrating the resurrection of Jesus after his death on the cross
on Good Friday (two days earlier).

Christians do not have rules about food, what to eat or not to eat.
Christians go to church on Sundays. The habits may differ greatly
between different groups of christians. There are many denominations.

Name of
God(s)

Symbols

Where/
who/when

Building/
art /
Music

Stories /
Book

Holidays

Food and
habits

Allah and 99 names of Allah in the Qur’an.
‘Allah’ is the Arab word for ‘God’".

The symbol of Islam is the crescent and moon. The color of
* islam is green.

http://islam.about.com/od/history/a/crescent_moon.htm

Mecca, Medina, Muhammad (c. 570 - June 8, 632) is the prophet of
Islam.

Nowadays it is the worlds second largest religion with about 25% of the
population being muslim.

It is the main religion in North Africa, Arabia, South-West Asia and
Indonesia.

Mosque, Kaaba
Mosaics and calligraphies.
Anasheed is popular music among muslims. There are rules about which

instruments may be used in islam music.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anasheed

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWtG5s9Ydel

Qur’an is the literal word of God, revealed to Muhammad. The Hadith
contains stories about the life and words and deeds of Muhammed.
Stories from the Abram, Moses, Jesus from the Bible are included in
Islam. (But Jesus is a prophet in Islam, not God’s son)

Ramadan, at the end of Ramadan, Muslims throughout the world observe
a joyous three-day celebration called Eid al-Fitr (the Festival of Fast-
Breaking).,

Hajj - Each year during the 12th month of the Islamic calendar, millions
of Muslims make an annual pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia called Hajj.

Food without pork, Halal,

Five pillars of Islam are the duties of a muslim:

shahada; profession of faith (there is one god and Muhmmad is his
prophet)

salah: prayers 5 times during the day in the direction of Mecca

Websites:

http://www.uri.org/kids/index.htm
http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/WAKI-Chapter.aspx?chapter_id=11
http://www.worldreligions.co.uk/

zakah: concern for and giving alms to the poor
saum: fasting during Ramadan
Hajj: pilgrimage to Mecca for those able to do so
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Attachment 6 Attachment 7

The Silk Road project Flat of life stances

Silk Road, which was a great transcontinental route linked the Roman Empire in
the West with the imperial court of China in the East, remains its charm to people. Name of
The ancient route started at Luoyang and Chang’an (the ancient name of Xian), God(s)

the capitals of Tang Dynasty, reached the Yellow River at Lanzhou, then skirted

Where/ o e . Food
Symbols who/ LAl f 0T /7 Holidays and

when art music Book habits

westward along deserts and mountains before dividing into three routes at the oasis
of Dunhuang. Walking through Xinjiang, brave ancient merchants and traveler went
eastward continuously until they arrive at Rome.
Hinduism
Caamal;r
Ankara-
Buddhism
Judaism
Christianity
Islam
Humanism
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To-Gather

The children visit in small groups a church or a
meeting-point of that life stance. Mu is the guide.
They hold an interview and take pictures (with the
parents/grandparents).

They focus on celebration.

Preparing the interview at school

* who are you?

* what is your function?

* how do you behave in your worldview?

* what’s the most important thing in your world-
view?

* how do you talk to others about your worldview?

* Are there special Foods that you eat or don’t eat?

Teacher's route
Step 3

Preparation

¢ Gather information about dilemmas in life stances.

* Visit yourself the buildings/churches.
¢ Try to find solutions for yourself.

The preparation of the visit

* Give tips about the visit.

* Discuss doing of the interview with the children
the and the making of pictures. Let them write
down the questions (7-11).

* Practice an interview with one task-group

* Give criteria for the report and the video/power-
point.
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Problem-solving
citizen

Aims

e To do research about one worldview
in their life-environment.

e To get conscious about the
dilemma’s of religions.

Learner

* Do an interview.

* Make a drawing of the building and write/draw
what you see inside the building.

¢ Take a video and pictures of your visit.

To-Gather
Interview your parents and grandparents or friends
about their life stance.

Learner
The children make a report of drawings and/or text
about their visit.

The interview

* Who do you want to talk to and why?

* What is his life stance and how is he/she living
because of that?

* How do children of this lifestance live?

* What is it important for that person?

* What is difficult for that person?

The pictures/video
* Make an appointment.

* Make pictures of people and buildings/churches.

Criteria

* What are people doing?

* The place and the surrounding

* Art (paintings, statues, etc.) (does that tell a story?)
* How do people behave towards each other?

The visit

You may accompany the task-groups. Ask parents
to go with them. This a peak-learning-experience
for them.

Option: Make 6 open boxes of 6 life stances to let
the children put there material in. Maybe they can

be placed in the hall of the school.

Attachment 8

Hindu temple: Prambanan Java Indonesia

Buddha temple: Borubudur Java Indonesia

Synagoge: Jerusalem Israel

Church: Constantinople Turkey

Moske: Mekka Saudi Arabia

Townhall
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Learner

The children present ‘the visit’ and talk about it.
They have made a small exhibition of the pictures
and tell their experiences. They show the interview
on video to the other children.

Teacher

The teacher (with Mu) travels along the silkroad
from China to the homecountry, picking up the
groups in the opposite order as they were ‘delivered’
in step 2. The other groups are the audience. Each
group presents the information they have gathered in
step 2 and step 3 on the map and travel with Mu the
wajang puppet(made in step 2)now dressed up like
the people in the region of travel.

To-Gather

Presentation : Mu is travelling back from China to
the home country. The groups present there informa-
tion, objects, images and music to the other groups
and make the silkroadmap colourful and informa-
tive. They dress the Mu-puppet (attachment ##) in
approriate dress or with symbols of the region he is
travelling through.

Communicative citizen

Aims

e To communicate about step 2 and 3 and

analysing the results.

e To visit the ‘holy houses’ of the life stances
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e To reflect on the visit.

Learner

7-11 years: Fill in the information of all the life
stances on the flat (attachment 7) using the in-
formation that was given at the presentation and
the silkroad map that all the groups together made
during this step.

To-Gather

They communicate with each other and the teacher
about step 1 till 3 and about the relation with chil-
dren’s rights.

7-11: They communicate with other children on the
site about children’s rights and life stances, using
pictures.

Teacher's route
Step 4

Preparation:

Prepare a space big enough for the presentations of the information gathered in the previous steps. The big map
of the silkroad is the centre of attention. This may be on a wall, or on the floor. The children fill the map with
information, pictures, objects etc and tell about them to the other children. Check if the groups have there
‘wajang-puppet of Mu’(step 2) ready with appropriate dress and symbols for their part of the journey.
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Step 5

(4 hours)

Teacher

Reads the book of Mu part two: Mu visits the
Netherlands and think about the problems that are
mentioned.

Learner
The story is divided over the learners who make the
illustrations.

To-gather

Make an illustrated book and talk about the problem
that Mu and his family encountered (a dragon egg
that was not allowed in the hospitals incubater).
What was the solution in the book? What other
solutions can you think of? Why did Mu’s classmates
help the dragon family? Which other (possible)
problems can you find in this story (age 7-11) (for
example: the fight of the Netherlands against water,
the Dutch conquered other countries, people driven
out of countries because of their religion, etc.)

How do people deal with the problem of ‘living
together with different people and dragons?” Why
did they celebrate? Do you remember celebrations

of the lifestances? Why are these holidays celebrated
and how?
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Crecdtive citizen

Aims

e To prepare a theofiction-shop about their life
stance as a story of living together. This is the

product of their learning process.

e To visualize and share of the learning process.

Learner

In a group the children think about a ‘problem of
living together’ (in the class, the school, the town,
the country, Europe or the world)and write a story
about it. (This may be the next story of Mu.)Like in
the second book of Mu the problem is resolved and a
party is held to celebrate that.

The theofiction is made: the celebration of the story
is going to be a holiday of the theofiction of that
group. Like the holidays in lifestances (Christmas in
Christianity, Channukah in Judaism, Divali in Hin-
duism etc.) are celebrated around a story, and full

of rituals, symbols and special foods or attributes,
the learners make up a festival around the story they
made up.

To-gather

set up a market of shops where the holidays (celebra-
tions)are presented and invite parents to come and
take part in the celebrations and learn about the
stories behind it.

Teacher’'s route

Step 5

Preparation

* Make contact with colleagues abroad who are also
working on route 5.

* Maybe it’s possible to have a MSN-connection of
the presentation.

* read and print the second book of Mu
(www.clioh.net/1/kids.htm) (it is available in many
languages) or use text from appendix####Gather
information, objects, images and music for the
Theofiction shop. It’s good to have some material
available when needed.

* Look at the video of the presentation at Vodmat in
Ljubljana. Try to recognize the aims of

e To-Gather.

Theofiction

Theofiction is ‘making up a religion’. For this age-

group the theofiction is concentrated on a celebration

(= holiday). Like in all religions (or lifestances) the

celebration is based on a story and the way it is

celebrated is reflecting the meaning of the story and

is reminding the people of the lesson of that story.

¢ It’s very important to talk things over and to give
good information and a clear instruction.

The features of Theofiction are:

* A story (existing story or (partly) written by the
children).

* A ‘problem’ about living together and a solution
for that problem in the story.

* A celebration of the solution and of ‘living happily
together’.

The criteria for the “Theofiction-shop’ are:

* Applying different aspects of lifestances that were
studied (rituals, food, stories, art, music etc.).

* Group-work.

¢ The connection between the different aspects
become clear (the story, the way it is celebrated,
the food, the music, the symbol, all are linked).

30




Attachment 11

The Second Book of Littlie Dragon Mu

Mu visits the Netherlands

Written by Ann Katherine Isaacs and Robert Wagenaar

with illustrations by Ursula Joell Mathers

p. 6

After his first visit to Europe, Little Dragon Mu
moved to the Netherlands. His mother and father,
Ro and Bing, were going to work at the Dragonian

Embassy in the Hague, and Mu would start primary
school in the fall.

p.8

The dragon family had heard that the Netherlands
was a tolerant country where they would feel
welcome. Bing wanted to see the windmills and
understand how the Dutch make dikes, whereas Ro
looked forward to seeing fields of tulips like the ones
in Dragonia.

p-9
Mu bought a little bag of bulbs at the airport shop in
Schiphol.

p. 10

Travelling by train from Amsterdam to the Hague
Mu looked out the window and was amazed to see a
very large ship sailing above the railroad. How could

that be?

p. 11

Bing explained that much of the Netherlands is
lower than the level of the sea. Over the centuries
the Dutch people have made their country larger by
building dikes and pumping the sea water out.

p. 12

Mu’s new home was above an Indonesian restaurant.
There were several other restaurants and many shops
along the street. It was called Lange Poten, which
meant ‘Long Legs Street’. Mu thought that was
funny and laughed at the idea of a street having legs.

p. 13

The Dragons” house had a garden in the back where
Mu could play outside on sunny days. But the
weather was getting cold, so Mu decided to plant the
tulip bulbs in a pot on the windowsill.

Little Dragon Mu liked going to school. His
schoolmates enjoyed hearing about Dragonia and he
learned all about life in the Netherlands.

p. 14

In History class, Mu discovered that a long time ago
the Netherlands was called the United Provinces.
People driven out of other countries because of
their religion were allowed to live in Amsterdam.
The Dutch conquered lands all over the world, in
Surinam, in the Caribbean Sea, in Malesia and
Indonesia. In North America they founded New
Amsterdam - which later became New York City.
They had great sailing boats to carry merchandise
and huge war ships too.

p. 16

Mu asked where all those lands were now, and why
the Dutch needed to build dikes and pump out the
sea water if they were so rich and powerful. “Those
faraway countries regained their independence long
ago”, said the teacher, “but many of their people
still lived in the Netherlands.” Mu could see that his
classmates came from different parts of the world.
They were of various sizes, shapes and colours. Mu
felt right at home.

p. 19

The teacher said that today the Netherlands are
devoted to the principles of peace and justice. The
Hague is the seat of important international organi-
sations. The class visited the International Court

of Justice, called Vredespaleis or the ‘Peace Palace’.
People accused of horrible crimes are tried there. To
make it fair judges come from all over the world. Mu
was impressed.

p. 20

One day Mu came home from school and found that
there was great news. Bing and Ro told him that
soon he would have a little sister or brother. Dragon
mothers lay big spotted eggs, and Ro showed him
hers.

p. 21

They would have to keep it nice and warm until it
hatched. Mu could hardly wait to go to school the
next day to tell all his friends. But there was a big
problem. How could Ro keep the egg warm while
she was working? She could hardly sit on the egg

in her office. Ro decided to ask the Hospital if they
could put the egg in one of the incubators used to
keep infants warm.

p. 23

The hospital staff scarcely listened to her request. The
Director told her that dragon eggs were not allowed
in the hospital, especially in incubators which must
be kept sterile. “Dutch hospitals are not prepared
for dealing with dragon problems,” he told them,
“wouldn’t it be better if you went back to your own
country?”

Ro took Mu’s little clawed hand into her big clawed
hand and they started home, worried and disap-
pointed.

p. 24

The neighbours on Long Legs Street saw that there
was something wrong. Ro explained that she was
expecting a little dragon, but that no one at the hos-
pital could help her. The neighbours wanted to help
but didn’t know what to do either. Ro would have to
leave her job. She would sit on the egg. But even so,
would it be warm enough in the winter climate?

p. 25

Mu told his friends about the egg and about his fear
that it wouldn’t be able to hatch. Tessa, Hugo, Friso
and Femke, were shocked that no one knew how to

help.

p. 27

The next day, everyone brought an electric blanket
from home. After school the whole class went to
Mu’s house on Long Legs Street. They built a special
nest for Ro’s egg in the living room and their teacher
helped them to test the thermostats.

p. 28

Every afternoon the children hurried home with
Mu to see how the egg was doing. Outside it was
freezing cold and when Saint Nicolas day came, Mu
received a pair of ice skates so that he could skate on
the frozen canals. There were no boats going up and
down them now.

p. 30

Slowly the weather got warmer and then, one day
and Mu saw a tiny crack in the eggshell.

Everyone crowded around to watch. The crack grew
larger and larger. The egg was hatching!

What a surprise! The next moment Mu realised that

he had a little brother...

... and a little sister too!

p. 32

There was a big celebration in Long Legs Street for
Ling and Ko. The neighbours all came, and some of
them were even doctors and nurses from the hospital.
The happiest of all — besides Bing and Ro — were Mu
and his friends. They had had a very good idea and
proved that the Netherlands is a place of solidarity
and tolerance - for dragons too.

p. 33
Mu’s tulips were blooming now,
and he showed them to Ling and Ko.

p. 34

How long do you think the dragon family stayed in
the Hague?

Where did they go next?

p. 35
To your country?
Or did they stay for a while on Long Legs Street?




Cooperative citizen

Aims

e The children present the ‘Theofiction shops’.
e The children share their knowledge, insight
and attitude with others.

To-Gather
The groups present their theofiction in a shop in the class or in the central hall of the school. In their shop they
try to sell their theofiction (the story and the holiday).

The audience (and shoppers) are the parents and the classmates. Special guests may be the guest-speakers from
step 1 or 2 or the people who were visited in step 3.

Teacher's route
Step 6

Preparation

* Organise a room or a place to prepare and present the theofiction-shops.
* Do a try-out for the MSN-contact.

* Communicate with colleagues about the coaching.

* Invite representatives of the six life stances to help the students.

Preparing the presentation:

* Each task-group present their theofiction-shop and they visit each others shops.

* Have materials ready that the taskgroups may need to build their festival, make special food,
play their music etc.

* Make clear how much time a group has to present their shop and visit other shops.

* Check with each group what they will be doing and if they have everything they need.
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The Teacher’s route
Step 7

Reflective and active

Step 7 citizen

=

To-Gather
Circle talk about ‘Theofiction’

* What did the children learn and how did their
identity change? What was their choice?

* Reflect on identity, citizenship and the framework
of human and children’s rights

* Communication about the meaning of “Theofic-
tion’ with other children. The highlights may be
uploaded to the To-Gather website.

* Put pictures and information on the website of
the school.

* Each child designs a new ‘Flower’ as a reflection
on the route and a preflection on the follow-up:

* 'The children talk about individual plans and ideas
about theofiction. What do they want to work
out? Why? How can we work it out? The children
make a plan for behaviour and action in reality.

* Reflection on the “Theofiction shop’ and the route.

* Look at three shops on www.to-gather.org from
other countries, reflect on it and give feedback on
the To-Gather website.

* Finally the children sing and dance on the song
‘Let’s do it today or maybe tomorrow’.
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Aims

e To reflect on the route.

e To reflect on the theofictions.

e To transfer the learning process into
an own route to reality.

e To reflection and integration of all the routes.

Extra

TO-GATHER-FESTIVAL

FIVE MINDS FOR THE FUTURE

A splendid time is guaranteed for all’ (John Lennon)

The children present at a festival what To-Gather
means to them in the present and in the future.

They share their experiences and products with a live
audience. The programme of the festival is structured
according to the five minds for the future. How can
the disciplined, synthesizing, creative, respectful and
ethical mind in the future be transferred into action,
design, behaviour or something else. Material from
previous routes may be used and linked such as a
song, a role-play, an object, a game or a clip.

The festival is about holding the line to the future,
core reflection, presentation, celebration, realisation
and about sharing To-Gather with an enlarged To-
Gather-community.

It is organised by a class or a school for young people
outside the class/school, parents and other interested
people in the city or village. It is a young people’s
festival. The place may be in or outside school or
some place in the city.

Preparation

* Read about the ‘Five minds for the future’ and
gather concrete examples for this subject.

* Read about core-reflection’.

Extra
TO-GATHER-FESTIVAL
FIVE MINDS FOR THE FUTURE

Although this is the festival of an by the children,

you may give some tips:

* Design and spread posters in the city about the
festival.

* Look at the theatre-play ‘Mu’ by children from
Atvase in Jurmala as good practice. Children of
11/12 years made and played a theatre-play about
their own experiences during five routes.

* 'The duration of the festival may be between three
hours or a whole day.

* Integrate cultural music or dance groups and
people who are making multicultural products in
your city.

* Organise interactivities with the audience.

* Invite people who were involved in the routes as
participants or subject such as migrants, Bud-
dhists, Muslims, family and friends, people from
the municipality, workers with young people.
Welcome young people from schools in the

neighbourhood.
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Use Hyves, Facebook and Twitter for
communication.

Use a scenario-scheme for the preparation.

The festival may be held also after three or four
routes.

Form a media-group to take a video and to make a
clip for the To-Gather website.

Communicate with other young people about the
festivals.

Try to make links with the “To Gather Tour’

and the big To-Gather-Festival’, at some place in
Europe.

Do research about the effect of the festival six
weeks later and place the results on the site.

Try to focus on the meaning of Theofiction for the
daily life of the children.

Reflect with other teachers on www.to-gather.org
on the route and exchange material and ideas.












